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Hello fellow Residents and thank you for taking time to read our
first ever dedicated Parish Council Newsletter.
Back in May, 70% of the Parish Council changed with 5 of the 7
Councillors being new to the role. As volunteers, each and
everyone of us tries to spend as much time listening to what
residents in the village want and then trying to make a difference.
One piece of feedback that we have recently received is about
how we communicate with the village. Until now, we have been
using the Village Newsletter (shared with Sutton), publishing
Agendas, Minutes and other key information on the PC web site
and using the Village Notice Board. We will shortly be using
Facebook and Instagram as well as issuing a bimonthly newsletter.
Please let us know what you think.
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The Precept

The Precept

Challenging Times, Difficult Decisions

This has resulted in us having to increase the Precept for
next year to £6,844 (an increase of £3,850). Of this increase, £2,376
is the Clerks wages and replacing the Contingency (this amount
accounts for over 60% of the increase).

The Precept is a small charge that is added to your Council Tax
Bill and it allows the Parish Council to operate legally. Historically
about 60% of our Precept has been spent paying the Clerks salary.
The Clerk is the only member of the Parish Council who is paid. By
law, Parish Council meetings must have a Qualified Clerk. Some of
the Clerks duties include publishing the Agendas, taking the Minutes
of the meetings, and issuing them. The Clerk understands the Laws
and Rules that the Council must adhere to as well as keeping the
Council Members up to date with government initiatives.

A small group of residents recently took it upon themselves to
publish their own newsletter about next year's Precept. Much of the
information in the leaflet was incorrect and it wasn’t delivered to
any of the Parish Councillors.
So, how much extra will the increase cost me? The honest answer is
that we don’t yet know. The village is in the middle of moving from
72 houses to 82 houses (welcome to all those at Butlers Yard). We
are waiting for North Northants Council tells us how many of those
houses will be included in the 2022/23 Precept.

The Parish Council took the decision in July to increase the amount
of hours that the Clerk is paid from 2 hours, to 4 hours a week. The
Clerk had been working at least 4 hours per week for many months
before July, and we felt it was the fair thing to do (in addition, the
Society of Local Council Clerks suggests that even Clerks in the
smallest of Parish Councils should be paid for at least 4 hours a
week).
In the 2020/21 financial year, the Clerks Salary accounted for 61% of
the total precept. In the current year (2021/22) that figure rose to
87%. To pay the salary, we needed to use some of the cash reserves
that the Council had, and we think that we should replace these
reserves next year (22/23) as well as continuing to pay the Clerk for
4 hours per week.
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Council Tax

Precept

Est Precept

Yr on Yr

Extra Per

Band

2021/22

2022/23

Increase

Month

A

£25.62

£45.83

£20.20

£1.68

B

£29.89

£53.47

£23.57

£1.96

C

£34.17

£61.10

£26.94

£2.24

D

£38.44

£68.75

£30.31

£2.53

E

£46.98

£84.02

£37.04

£3.09

F

£55.52

£99.30

£43.78

£3.65

G

£64.06

£114.58

£50.51

£4.21

H

£76.88

£137.50

£60.62

£5.05

The more that
are included,
the lower each
household bill
will be. If all are
included then
our estimate is:
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What has the New PC Done Since
It was Elected In May?

What has the New PC Done Since
It was Elected In May?
Planning

There are numerous (some Non Sexy and quite tedious tasks)
that the PC does on a weekly basis that are important to many
residents. These include:

We comment on Planning Applications to make sure that
development is in keeping with the Village Design Statement.

Drains & Lighting

It only took over 15 phone calls and emails to the Highways
Dept but we finally have ‘Grips’ Cut and Ditches cleared by the
Wood Yard

Grit & Roads

The PC and our resident Planner David Warden, spent many
Hours working with Langton Homes to deliver some Characterful
homes.
We welcome all the residents of Butlers Yard and the PC would like to
thank David for all his hard work.

We make sure the Grit Bins are
full and the Roads are clean.
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What has the New PC Done Since
It was Elected In May?

Litter Picking Group
Ali Carver

Many New Initiatives have been set up:

Meet The Village

This isn’t a PC Initiative, its been happening
for years and we thank all those involved for keeping our
Village looking lovely. Want to join the Team? Please contact
Ali and she’ll add you to the WhatsApp Group

At The Wheel & Compass
In August, the New Parish Council hosted its first Social
Event with help from Charlotte and Nat at the Wheel & Compass.
A great evening for our New Residents to meet the village and
existing residents to meet up after a difficult 18 months.

Meet The Path Warden
Jill Postlethwaite

We have also appointed a parish path warden Jill Postlethwaite.
The role of a PPW is to act as the liaison point for rights of way
issues between Weston by Welland Parish Council and the
rights of way service; FixMyStreet. The aim is to ensure that our
public rights of way are not obstructed, are clearly defined,
properly maintained and hopefully promoted to local people.
Jill can be contacted via email.
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(Emails at back of this newsletter)
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What has the New PC Done Since
It was Elected In May?

What has the New PC Done Since
It was Elected In May?
Meet the Tree Warden
Graham Garratt

And its not just the PC that have been busy Caring &
Maintaining the village J

Following the successful Tree Walk in October,
we are excited to announce Tree Walk part two.
This will take place in Autumn with the exact
date to be confirmed. Fingers crossed that we
get similar weather to last year. It was such an
interesting and enjoyable day with a wealth of
information about our village trees from tree
expert Graham Garrett and educational
activities for children. They made autumn
masks, identified trees and planted conkers.

Planting, Weeding and Sanding
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What has the New PC Done Since
It was Elected In May?

Vehicle Activated Speed Sign (VAS)

Village Defib

Over the past 10 years, the No 1 complaint from
residents is the Speeding Traffic that travels through the
Village.

Early last year we secured a Grant for just under £4,000
To buy our own VAS. With delays due to Covid, the
Sign arrived in September and with the kind help from
Ali and Ray Carver is being recharged and located at
Different places in the village. Data is being collected to
help us implement future initiatives.
10.

Its taken some time, but by May we will have
a Defibrillator in the Village.
Training for up to 50 people will be provided so
look out for the date and time.
A big thanks to our resident Electrician Steve Emery
for agreeing to fit it for us Free Of Charge
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What has the New PC Done Since
It was Elected In May?

Environment Group

Heritage Talk
Another not to be missed event is the Heritage Talk in the Wheel
and Compass at 7pm on Wednesday 4th May 2022. Vicki Score is
the Director of University of Leicester Archaeological Services and
an expert on the heritage of our local area. She has lived in the
village for two years and if you would like to know an interesting
fact…Vicki holds a world record in sky diving. Please come along
and support this event, there is not charge and all are welcome.

Queens Green Canopy ‘Plant a Tree for the Jubilee’
On Saturday 19th March 2022 at
10.30am we would like to invite
everyone to participate in a tree planting
day. We have agreement from various
land owners to plant trees around the
village and a big thank you to Graham
Garratt for growing the trees from seed
and making this happen. Please bring a
spade and wear your wellies. It would
be useful to have an idea of numbers so
if you would like to get involved in this
event please email Anna at
councillorcowling@gmail.com
and she we will confirm details nearer
the time.
If you would like more information about the
scheme, please
visit https://queensgreencanopy.org/

Vicki

Village walk
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As part of the Jubilee weekend we would like to invite you
to take a walk around the village (including a visit to the
newly planted trees). We will set off from the phone box at
10am on Saturday 4th June 2022.
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What has the New PC Done Since
It was Elected In May?
Get Composting

Refills

Northamptonshire waste
management are
subsidising a range of
composters and water
butts. All you need to do to
receive the subsidy it go to
the website
www.getcomposting.com
and enter your postcode.

Are you trying to reduce usage of
single use plastics but don't know
where to begin? I’m always
shocked at how quickly we fill our
blue recycling bin. There is
currently a trial buying and
sharing group with an aim to
scale up if it is successful. The
products are being brought in
large containers at wholesale
prices and will be sold at cost.
The sole aim being affordable
suitability for all. If you are
interested please get in touch
via councillorcowling@gmail.com
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What has the New PC Done Since
It was Elected In May?

Recreation Area
The Bigger Picture

Our Mission, is to
Transform this

In addition to all of the above, the
environment group are working with
Harborough Woodland and the Welland Rivers
Trust to investigate ways in which we can
increase tree coverage and reduce flooding in
the area.

10 Years in the making
and good progress is being
made.
A huge thankyou to Chris
Parker for generously
providing the land, Planning
Application is in hand and
Lease close to being signed.

Into This
Still huge amounts to do, not
least the massive amounts
of funds that we will need to
secure through Charitable
donation, so if you want to
get involved then please
speak to Simon (contact
details at the back)
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What has the New PC Done Since
It was Elected In May?

Council Election

Useful Contacts

There are currently 3 vacancies on the Parish Council.
If you would like to learn more about what’s involved,
then please don’t hesitate to contact one of the current
Councillors and we would be delighted to let you
know what's involved and how to apply.

Name
Bob Roberts
Anna Cowling
Jonathan Baggott
Simon Grandidge
Graham Garratt
Jill Postlethwaite
Ali Carver

The election is likely to be on the 7th April and will
hopefully be held in the Church (the Church is currently
closed for repairs, but should be open again soon).

Role
Parish Councillor (Chair)
Parish Councillor
Parish Councillor
Parish Councillor
Tree Warden
Path Warden
Litter Picking Lead

E mail
bobroberts4871@gmail.com
councillorcowling@gmail.com
cllrbaggott@outlook.com
councillorgrandidge@gmail.com
graham@isisforestry.co.uk
jillipostlethwaite@gmail.com
ali@p4.co.uk

More detailed Information of the Precept, a Q&A for the
Recreation Area, Minutes from previous PC meetings and
Agendas and dates for future meetings can be found
at westonbywellandparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Is the PC Legal?
Back in May 2021 a resident in the village challenged the
Legality of the newly elected Council. This was investigated by Kettering
Borough Council and no case was found. Unfortunately, the same
resident is again making the same false allegation.
For Clarity, please find below a statement from Danny Moody who is the
CEO of Northants County Association of Local Councils (NCALC)
I understand that the parish council has been challenged on the grounds that its
members do not have legal standing because in May 2021 they signed their
declarations of acceptance of office in the presence of each other and were not
permitted to do so because, until they signed, they were not yet members of the
council. The challenge is without grounds. It assumes that a person is not a member of
a council until they have signed their declaration of acceptance of office. That is
incorrect in law.
Section 16(3) of the Local Government Act 1972 provides that a person who has stood
for election as a parish councillor becomes a member of the council on the fourth day
after the elections. Membership of the council is not dependent on them having
signed their declaration of acceptance of office.
Section 83 of the Local Government Act 1972 provides that a member must sign their
declaration of acceptance of office at or before the first meeting of the council, unless
the council resolves that it be signed at or before a later meeting. The declaration
must be signed in the presence of a member of the council or its Proper Officer.
It is perfectly legitimate for a declaration of acceptance of office to be signed in the
presence of a member of the council who has not yet themselves signed their own
declaration of acceptance of office.
I hope that this helps clarify that the current members of the parish council do have
proper legal standing.
Yours sincerely,
Danny Moody
Chief Executive Officer, NCALC
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